Opinion of Estonian Orienteering Federation on the IOF‘s WOC in the Future project.
Estonian Orienteering Federation has discussed the proposals of the IOF WOC in the Future project within its board and listened to the national team runners and representatives.
Estonian Orienteering Federation understands the need to change the WOC program due to its cost and the need to make orienteering more popular sport, but does not view the new suggested program as the best way to do that due to following reasons:
1) The new formats do not especially introduce orienteering as a „thinking-sport“, but put more emphasis on pure running capability. Although tight finishes may be interesting to watch on TV, they do not help the viewers to get more understanding of the roots of orienteering as an individual navigation sport.
2) The suggested outcomes of the new formats, namely those concerning the TV and spectator-friendliness have not been explained enough in detail.
3) The proposed new formats itself have not gained much popularity among the athletes as:
· Chase-start in middle distance takes away the much appreciated challenge to find the best Orienteer.
· Sprint-relay for mixed teams has not been a success on the World Games.
· Criteria for awarding the places for the Long distance finals based on the three previous WOCs prefers the larger nations with broader base of athletes but does not take into account smaller nations with a handful of capable runners.
· Suggested formats have not been tried out enough on international level, for example WCup events, to be sure of their suitability as proposed by the IOF.

Suggestions of Estonian Orienteering Federation based on the aforementioned reasons for the WIF projects are as follows:
1) The IOF shall look into ways of making current WOC programme and competition formats more attractive and spectator friendly by developing existing GPS-tracking and TV-coverage possibilities. The previous WOC in France provided a lot of excitement with the current format. Further exploring of fast developing world of technology can give us new tools for showing spectators what happens in the forest and thus helping “ordinary” TV-viewers to understand excitement with our sport.
2) The IOF must thoroughly explain how the suggested new formats are bringing the popularity among the spectators and TV-viewers as suggested by the WIF project group. If we are looking for mass start, chasing start, man-to-man races, first-to-finish etc. - isn't it obvious, that current relay format has it all!? 
3) Suggested formats must be tried out at international events, for example regional championships and WCup events, before including them in the WOC.
4) Selection criteria for Long distance (or any other distance) shall be based on shorter time interval to allow smaller nations with young and capable runners who deserve participation, to take part.
5) The idea of “forest WOC” and “sprint WOC” alternating is worth considering. It will give us a possibility to keep existing long, middle and relay at well elaborated standards and experiment with new formats at sprint WOC. In current project group suggestion knock-out sprint is not mentioned at all, but it has been tested at WCup level twice and quite successfully. This format could be one of disciplines at sprint WOC. Sprint WOC could fit well in same years when EOC (and other regional championships) take place. At the same time we can get new WOC-organising countries when concentrating on forest-O or sprint-O only is possible. 

We sincerely hope that current discussion in IOF leads to improved of status of our sport and WOCs without losing the unique values of orienteering.
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